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ELCA Resolutions

In the 11™ churchwide assembly of the ELCA, the following resolutions were adopted:

Resolution 3: Adopted by a vote of 771-230 as amended: “Resolved, that in the implementation
of any resolutions on ministry policies, the ELCA commit itself to bear one another's burdens,
love the neighbor, and respect the bound consciences of all."

Resolution 1: Adopted by a vote of 619-402: “Resolved, that the ELCA commit itself to finding
ways to allow congregations that choose to do so to recognize, support and hold publicly
accountable lifelong, monogamous, same-gender relationships.”

Resolution 2: Adopted by a vote of 559-451: “Resolved, that the ELCA commit itself to finding a
way for people in such publicly accountable, lifelong, monogamous, same-gender relationships
to serve as rostered leaders of this church.”

Resolution 4: Adopted by a vote of 667-307 as amended: This resolution called upon members
to respect the bound consciences of those with whom they disagree; declared the intent to
allow structured flexibility in decision-making about candidacy and the call process; eliminated
the prohibition of rostered service by members in publicly accountable, lifelong, monogamous
same-gender relationships; recognized and committed to respect the conviction of members
who believe that the ELCA should not call or roster people in committed same-gender
relationships; called for development of accountability guidelines; directed that appropriate
amendments to ministry policy documents be drafted and approved by the Church Council; and
urged that this church continue to trust congregations, bishops, synods and others responsible
for determining who should be called into public ministry.

Since the assembly Bethel has taken several steps to promote discussion and to find the direction of the
congregation on this matter. In March of this year the church council sent out a letter identifying our
situation and indicating that further review would occur in August. We are picking up this issue again
now to fulfill this commitment.

Below are some high-level items regarding organizations, concepts, and references which may be
helpful in finding Bethel’s identity on this matter and to take steps, if steps are necessary to position
ourselves in this matter.
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Acronyms:
e CORE: Lutheran CORE (lutherancore.org)
e WA: Word Alone Ministries (wordalone.org)
o NALC: North American Lutheran Church
e LCMS: Lutheran Church Missouri Synod (lcms.org)
e LCMC: Lutheran Church in Mission for Christ (Icmc.net)
e ELCA: Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (elca.org)
e CWAO09: ELCA Churchwide Assembly 2009

Definitions:

Conscience: Luther's most comprehensive definition: "For conscience is not the power to do works, but
to judge them. The proper work of conscience (as Paul says in Romans 2 [:15]), is to accuse or excuse, to
make guilty or guiltless, uncertain or certain. Its purpose is not to do, but to pass judgment on what has
been done and what should be done...” (Judgment on Monastic Vows [Luther’s Works, 44: 298 ).!

Bound Conscience: The phrase Bound Conscience is not in the Bible, but the concept certainly is. This is
most readily illustrated by Paul’s counsel in Romans 14 or 1 Corinthians 8 regarding the acceptability of
eating meat that had been sacrificed to idols. It is crucial to recognize that in the Pauline churches these
issues were not minor matters. Meat sacrificed to idols involved, on the one side, the very freedom of
faith to declare the idols to be nothing and, on the other, the sense that eating such meat really is
participation in idol worship. Paul clearly felt that eating such meat represented no danger to the faith
of Christians and carried no taint of idolatry. And yet precisely because these matters were significant,
Paul teaches that those Christians who believed this are obligated to walk in love by avoiding meat for
the sake of the neighbor’s conscience. !

The Common Confession: a seven point statement of faith written in 2005 in an attempt to unify
Lutheran churches in North America and attempt to address particular concerns facing Lutherans in the
21% Century. This document was approved by Lutheran CORE in November 2005.°

Book of Concord: The foundational document of the early Lutheran church, this 16™ century work
collected the early statements of faith such as the Apostles’ Creed, the Nicene Creed, and Athanasian
Creed plus Luther and a co-worker’s writings.” At the time of the Reformation the Book of Concord
consolidated statements of Christian belief. Some churches still accept these doctrines and are called
Confessional Lutheran churches. The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod is a Confessional Lutheran
church.® Treatment of the Book of Concord provides the difference in the nature of the Pope and in
ordination of women pastors and often identifies liberal and conservative views in the Lutheran church.

! Taken from ELCA web page FAQs on Bound Conscience.
? http://www.bookofconcord.org/intro.php
® http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod
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Current News:

Churches leave ELCA:

ELCA Secretary David D. Swartling told the council that, as of Aug. 3, his office had been advised that 504
of 10,239 congregations have taken first votes to terminate their relationships with the ELCA. Of those,
348 passed and 156 failed. Synods have also reported that 212 congregations took second votes to
leave the ELCA, of which 199 passed and 13 failed, he said. Swartling added that of those congregations
that have voted to leave, about 75 percent have said they will join Lutheran Congregations in Mission
for Christ.

Missouri Synod distances themselves from ELCA:

The LCMS has numerous interactions with the ECLA in areas such as Lutheran World Relief. In July at the
LCMS convention the body indicated that the, “ECLA has grieved Lutherans and upset inter-church
relations among confessional Lutherans” and “while not encouraging discord in the ELCA, nevertheless
cannot turn away from those who dissent with the ELCA” resolves to pray for and provide
encouragement to the ELCA and “commend groups such as [WA], [LCMC], and Lutheran CORE.”®

The NALC establishes a provisional constitution and calls convention:

On August 26-27 Lutheran CORE will hold a theological convention to establish a new organization, the
North American Lutheran Church® approving the provisional NALC constitution’ as an extension of the
views of Lutheran CORE.

ELCA reduces 2010 churchwide budget:

“The Church Council of the ELCA revised the 2010 current fund spending authorization for the ELCA
churchwide organization to $65.1 million, a mid-year reduction of $4.2 million or 6.1 percent from the
previously authorized $69.3 million for 2010.”® “Decreases in mission support income have been caused
by the economic instability that continues to affect all parts of the church, compounded by ‘some
unfavorable responses to the 2009 ELCA Churchwide Assembly actions on sexuality,” the background
materials stated.”

Lutheran Organizations:

The next three organizations (Lutheran CORE, WordAlone, and LCMC) are closely related and have
recently united to establish the North American Lutheran Church, which has a draft constitution.’
Lutheran denominations follow this list of organizations and the ELCA is given its own section.

*http://tinyurl.com/2fg4pv3, http://www.elca.org/Who-We-Are/Our-Three-Expressions/Churchwide-
Organization/Communication-Services/News/Releases.aspx?a=4599 release dated August 4, 2010

> http://www.lcms.org/includes/convention/resolutions/todbiz.pdf#435

® http://www.lutherancore.org/pdf/news-release-2-18-10.pdf

7 http://www.lutherancore.org/pdf/NALC-draft-provisional-constitution.pdf

® http://tinyurl.com/25ebc95,http://www.elca.org/Who-We-Are/Our-Three-Expressions/Churchwide-
Organization/Communication-Services/News/Releases.aspx#&&a=4599
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Lutheran CORE:

Lutheran CORE (COalition for REnewal) established in 2005 is a conservative group formed to oppose
draft human sexuality resolutions in the ECLA. Following the passage of these resolutions, this
association (not a church body) turned its efforts from reform within the ELCA to establishing an
alternative organization. CORE has been most active in working with ELCA churches uneasy with what
the organization identifies as actions taken by the ELCA not supported by scripture. The theological
base for CORE is the Common Confession®, a derivation of the older Lutheran Confessions.

CORE defines marriage: “We believe and confess that the marriage of male and female is an institution
created and blessed by God. From marriage, God forms families to serve as the building blocks of all
human civilization and community. We teach and practice that sexual activity belongs exclusively within
the biblical boundaries of a faithful marriage between one man and one woman.”® The CORE website
responds to the draft ELCA sexuality statement indicating that rostered leaders should abide by the
Vision and Expectations: Ordained Ministers in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America document of
the ELCA in its pre-August 2009 form (which permits ordination and ministry of non-practicing
homosexuals).

WordAlone Network:

WA was created in 1996 as a response to changes to the ELCA put in place when common communion
was established with the Episcopal church. WA seeks to pare back what it sees as a top-heavy
administrative structure in the ELCA, returning much authority to congregations and freeing up funds for
more aggressive mission work.’® More recently WA has joined in cause with Lutheran CORE and the
LCMC.

Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ:

LCMC began in 2000 by the WordAlone network to take a more conservative stance on issues and to
provide an organization focusing more on local control (congregation level versus synod/denomination
organization). With membership of 404 congregations, the LCMC generally has a moderate stance
between the ELCA and LCMS."!

While it may seem that these are three different groups, CORE and WA have the same address and
phone number and both list similar ideas and objectives, which include:

e Create new Lutheran denomination called NALC
0 Proposal to form NALC given in Sept 2009
0 Current status is drastic overhaul of 2009 constitution adding more language around
unity
0 Proposed inception of NALC is Aug 2010
0 Bottom Line: NALC still very much in planning stages
e Provide place for ELCA churches to turn until NALC is operational

® http://www.lutherancore.org/com conf.shtml and http://www.lutherancore.org/pdf/common-confession.pdf
1% http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/WordAlone
" http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ
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o Seek partnerships with other groups and denominations such as Lutheran Congregations in
Mission for Christ (LCMC)

e Sees house churches as important within NALC

e Main difference from ELCA is sexuality issue

Text taken directly from CORE website:
“North American Lutheran Church: The NALC will be constituted as the newest Lutheran church body in
August of 2010. Launched by Lutheran CORE, the NALC will be organized as a traditional denomination
with careful emphasis on keeping its Christ-centered mission focused through its member
congregations. The NALC will be led by a Bishop who, together with regional deans, will provide a
ministry of oversight for the denomination. Planners emphasize a commitment to keep denominational
structure to a minimum by making best use of existing agencies and para-church organization to provide
the services and resources needed by member congregations.”*
“Lutheran CORE: If your departure from the ELCA will be delayed it may be a very good idea to take a
stand with regard to the issues at hand by joining Lutheran CORE. Lutheran CORE provides an affiliation
option that enables orthodox Lutheran congregations to identify themselves and recognize each other.
Lutheran CORE is dedicated to helping orthodox Lutheran congregations to stay connected whether
they remain inside the ELCA or are leaving for new denominations. Both individuals and congregations
can join Lutheran CORE. Joining Lutheran CORE only involves affirming the Common Confession.”*?
Which churches have joined CORE/WA/NALC?
e Long list of churches on the CORE website, but....
0 Many of these church websites link directly to ELCA home
0 Some state they are part of ELCA
0 Some state they are part of LCMC
0 Unclear what action these churches have actually taken
Criticisms of CORE/WA/NALC:
e Personality driven rather than issue driven — eg strong personalities of some of the leaders
e Potential turf war between NALC and LCMC
e Struggle within the group(s) to move more toward Missouri Synod vs. staying in the “center”
e Limited to no rebuttal by CORE/WA/NALC

North American Lutheran Church (pre-formation)

“The NALC and Lutheran CORE will recognize both women and men in the office of ordained clergy,
while acknowledging the diversity of opinion that exists within the Christian community on this subject.
The NALC intends to adopt the standards of the ELCA Statement of Vision and Expectations for Ordained
Ministers in its pre-August 2009 form.”**

2 http://www.lutherancore.org/papers/new_vision.shtml
13

http://www.lutherancore.org
% http://www.lutherancore.org/papers/new _vision.shtml
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Lutheran Denominations

Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS)

Endorses closed communion

Strong belief in liturgical worship with classical instruments

Believe ordination of women is contrary to scripture

Not associated with ecumenical organizations National Council of Churches, Lutheran World
Federation, etc. (prohibits its clergy from worshiping in ecumenical gatherings.)

Takes the most conservative view and affirms marriage as between one man and one woman.

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS)

Believes Bible is without error

Believe that women may not serve as pastors nor participate in assemblies of the church in ways
that exercise authority over men

Must agree on all doctrine of scripture before having fellowship with other churches.

In 1959 the WELS formally issued its Statement on the Antichrist, a doctrinal statement that
declared, "we reaffirm the statement of the Lutheran Confessions, that 'the Pope is the very
Antichrist' reflecting a statement in the Book of Concord.

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA)

Practices open communion — all persons baptized in the name of the Trinity with water may
receive communion

0 Some congregations commute baptized infants

0 ELCA encourages congregations to commune at all services; some alternate between

Eucharist and non-communion services

Ordains women as pastors
ELCA is member of the National Council of Churches, the World Council of Churches, and
Christian Churches Together and is a "partner in mission and dialog" with the Churches Uniting
in Christ.
Maintains full communion with member churches of the Lutheran World Federation (a
communion of 140 autonomous national/regional Lutheran church bodies in 78 countries
around the world, representing nearly 66 million Christians), the Moravian Church in America,
the Presbyterian Church (USA), the Reformed Church in America, the United Church of Christ,
the Episcopal Church in the United States of America, and the United Methodist Church.
Recently adopted resolutions allowing ordination of pastors in a publicly accountable lifelong,
monogamous, same-gender relationship.

Specifics regarding the ELCA15

Organization:
The ELCA is organized as “one churchwide organization” with a structure of 65 synods that preside over

more than 10,000 congregations. A Presiding Bishop heads the ELCA, with one bishop and three council

officers elected for each synod.

> http://www.elca.org/
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According to the ELCA website, “The churchwide organization functions interdependently with
congregations and synods to carry out God's mission in the world ...[and] is guided by the
biennial Churchwide Assembly, the Church Council and the four elected officers of this church.”

Individual congregations are part of the synod but are governed by their own structure of church
council, pastors and staff. The ELCA and synods assist local congregations in the call of new pastors by
forwarding names and information on possible candidates from the seminaries to the local
congregations. A call committee in the local congregation then considers each candidate on his or her
own merit and, through a lengthy process, determines whether the candidate will be a fit for the
congregation. The synod neither assigns pastors to congregations nor removes them from a
congregation to which they have been called.

Education

The ELCA as a body supports education through its camps (our synod operates three camps, which our
youth use for church camps and retreats), seminaries, and lay schools. Those who utilize these resources
can be assured that the teachings, goals, theology and content will be consistent with the teachings of
the ELCA.

The ELCA also provides educational resources through their website and publishing arms which are used
for Bible studies, lectionary materials, and Christian education (including Sunday School and
confirmation). A Confirmation teacher who uses a survey from the ELCA website can be assured that it
will not have to be edited to meet our church’s theological beliefs.

Benevolence/Parachurch Organizations

Several para-church organizations fall under the auspices of the ELCA to provide a variety of
benevolence opportunities. Because they are under the ELCA, additional resources are not needed to
create, operate and oversee these organizations, therefore putting more money into the places it is
needed. Various organizations include ELCA World Hunger and ELCA Disaster Response, ELCA Good
Gifts, and ELCA Global Mission.

The ELCA’s views on controversial issues

On August 21, 2009, the ELCA's Churchwide Assembly in Minneapolis voted to ordain gays and lesbians
in committed monogamous relationships to serve as clergy. Congregations that do not wish to call these
persons to ordained ministry are not required by these policy changes to do so.

The ELCA describes itself as "a community supportive of life," and encourages women to explore
alternatives to abortion such as adoption. However, the Social Statement asserts that there are certain
circumstances under which a decision to end a pregnancy can be "morally responsible." These include
cases where the pregnancy "presents a clear threat to the physical life of the woman," situations where
"the pregnancy occurs when both parties do not participate willingly in sexual intercourse," and
"circumstances of extreme fetal abnormality, which will result in severe suffering and very early death of
an infant." The ELCA opposes "laws that deny access to safe and affordable services for morally
justifiable abortions," and "laws that are primarily intended to harass those contemplating or deciding
for an abortion." The statement emphasizes the prevention of circumstances leading to abortion,

ELCA Research Summary, Bethel Lutheran Church Page 7


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minneapolis
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ordination_of_LGBT_Christian_clergy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crisis_pregnancy_center
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crisis_pregnancy_center
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adoption
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pregnancy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Disability

specifically encouraging "appropriate forms of sex education in schools, community pregnancy
prevention programs, and parenting preparation classes."

In 2003, the ELCA made a statement regarding Health Care in the United States: “As members of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, and as a corporate body, we support: a comprehensive
approach to health care as a shared endeavor among individuals, churches, government, and the wider
society; a vision of health care and healing that includes individual, church, and social responsibilities; a
vision of a health care system that is based on understanding health, illness, healing, and health care
within a coherent set of services; equitable access for all people to basic health care services and to the
benefits of public health efforts; faithful moral discernment guiding individual participation and public
policymaking in health care services.™®

In 1993, the ELCA made a statement regarding the care of the environment, placing the responsibility
for care of creation and sustaining the earth on the individuals and congregations committing to
“participation, solidarity, sufficiency and sustainability” through actions such as environmental tithing
(producing 10% less waste, consuming 10% less in non-renewable resources, etc) and increasing
emphasis on creation and care of the earth in our congregations. Members are also encouraged to
express their views on environmental issues."’

Also in 1993, the ELCA made a commitment to model honest engagement with issues relating to race,
ethnicity, and culture, to encourage conversations on these subjects, and to be advocates for justice in
situations in which these are threatened.™

'8 http://www.elca.org/What-We-Believe/Social-Issues/Social-Statements/Health-and-Healthcare.aspx
7 http://www.elca.org/What-We-Believe/Social-Issues/Social-Statements/Environment.aspx
'8 http://www.elca.org/What-We-Believe/Social-Issues/Social-Statements/Race-Ethnicity-Culture.aspx
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